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The Hidden Traffic Safety Solution:
Public Transportation




Traffic Fatalities Per 100,000 Pop.
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Vehicle Mileage and Traffic Fatality Rates In
OECD Countries

R*=0.6405

5000 10,000 15000 20,000 25000

Annual Vehicle Kilometers Per Capita

+Canada

o Denmark
+«Germany

o |celand

| |taly

= Japan

s Netherlands
¢Norway

= Sweden

4 Switzerland

a United Kingdom
* United States

Among economically similar
countries there is a strong
positive relationship
between per capita vehicle
travel and traffic deaths.
This can explain why the
U.S. has the highest per
capita traffic fatality rate,
because we drive more than
peer countries.
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Traffic Fatalities Vs. Transit Travel

25 -

Traffic Fatalities Per 100,000
Population

20 -

15

10 4

< Northern Europe
Southern Europe

- = US

o Canada
Australia

%

R?=0.3467

1.000 2,000 3.000 4,000
Annual Per Capita Transit Passenger-Miles

International data indicate that per capita crash rates
tend to be lower in more transit-oriented cities.

(Each dot indicates a major city)
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Traffic Fatalities Per 100,000 Residents

Traffic Fatalities Versus Transit Ridership for
U.S. Urban Regions

> RZ =0.2676

50 100 150 200
Annual Transit Trips Per Capita

1
250

This  graph illustrates the
relationship between per capita
transit  ridership and total
(including pedestrian, cyclist,
automobile occupant and transit
passenger) traffic fatalities for
101 U.S. cities.
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